
          
 

FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY, AND KNOWLEDGE 

  May 20

 

Contents: 

Words for Gold Wingers! ........................................ 1 

Motorcycle Training Put to Use .............................. 2 

Birthdays & Anniversaries ...................................... 3 

Saratoga Weekend Ride .......................................... 3 

Evening Ride for Fun .............................................. 4 

Just a Reminder Special Thank You!...................... 5 

Future Events .......................................................... 5 

Colorado Chapters and District Staff ...................... 6 

Region “F”un Staff ................................................. 7 

Rally & Activity Fliers................ See Attached Files 

 

 

 

  September 2011 

Member Contributors this Issue 

 Fred & Linda Fisher, Directors 

 Carl Williams, Rider Educator 

 Becky Ackerman 

 Ralph & Debbi Strauss, Couple of the Year 

 Stan Smetana, Individual of the Year 

Next Chapter Gathering 

Monday, Sep 12, 2011 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 Gathering at 6:45 p.m. 
 Columbine Room, Clements Community Ctr 

 1580 Yarrow Street, Lakewood, Colorado 

Gathering Refreshments & Coffee 

 Refreshments: Mike & Becky Ackerman 

 Coffee: Steve & Tami Bender

 

Words for Gold Wingers! 
by Fred & Linda Fisher, Directors 

 

Greetings from your Directors! 

 

EXTRA, EXTRA, 

Read all about it: 

A Clean Sweep 

For Chapter L 
 

Recently, at the 

Colorado District 

Convention, Ralph and Debbi Strauss were 

selected as the District Couple of the Year.  And, 

Stan Smetana was selected as the District 

Individual of the Year.  A sweep of both 

categories.  Congratulations go to all of them.  A 

well deserved honor.  

 

Now back to the regular scheduled newsletter: 

WOW!!!  What a busy month we have had.  Early  

 

 

in the month, we had a ride to the Olathe Corn 

Festival.  Dennis and Anne Williamson lead this 

ride again this year.  The Chapter has done this ride 

in the past, and I have missed it every time.  One 

time, I’ll make it. 

 

Chapter I had a picnic at the Air Force Academy on 

August 6
th

.  I’m not sure if anyone from Chapter L 

attended.  We will find out at the next gathering.  

On August 13
th

, we had an unusual event.  Ralph 

Strauss hosted an “evening ride.”  A first as far as I 

remember.  The only problem was that the ride was 

so well attended, it ran a bit late.  I think Ralph is 

looking again at the time frame and might try this 

again with an earlier start time.  More on this later 

in this edition. 

 

On August 17
th

 we had our monthly dinner ride 

where we had no winner of the Chip Bag Game.  

Next month we will have over $80 in the bag.  And 

then of course, August 25-27 was our District 
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Convention in Breckenridge.  It was a very fun 

event where Chapter L was well represented.  

Between now and our September gathering, we will 

have a ride hosted by Carl and Judy Williams. 

 

Our next gathering is on September 12
th

.  Not the 

usual first Monday because of the Labor Day 

Holiday.  Linda and I will not be at the September 

gathering because we will be on vacation.  I have 

asked Carl Williams to step in for me this month.  

Please make him feel welcome.  

 

After the monthly gathering, we have a dinner ride 

on September 21
st
, and then our group ride to the 

Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta leaves town on the 

30
th

.  Another month with a good bit of activity.  

Just the way we like it.  

 

We do need to be thinking about scheduling some 

things for the winter months.  As I’m looking 

through the Ride Guide, we don’t have a lot of 

events in there.  This is the time of year we can set 

up tours and things like that.  Please be thinking of 

some things we can put on our calendar.   

 

We will see everyone at the October gathering, if 

not before. 

 

Until later…..Ride Safe..…Always. 

 

Motorcycle Training Put to Use 
by Carl Williams, Rider Educator 

 
“Let’s pre-ride our Echo Lake Lodge Chapter Ride….today” says Judy.  Okay.  The 

weather looks a little iffy, might rain in the mountains, but why not.  So with the GPS 

loaded with our route, motorcycle checked and tire pressure verified, off we go. 

 

Distraction Number One 

The GPS starts to act up.  The touch screen acts like some unknown force is randomly 

calling up screen after screen so every time I look down, there is yet another screen, but 

not the map screen.  We have driven the route several times before so not to worry, but I find myself trying to 

“fix it”.  At this point, I am totally off my game and half mile from C-470. 

 

Incident Number One 

At this point, some jerk in a car cuts in front of me as we approach the C-470 and Bowles on-ramp.  “Let him 

go” my inner voice says.  So, I open up my safety cushion by slowing down.  However, the jerk is traveling 

with another jerk who also cuts in front me.  Now, I am both GPS distracted and mad.  My 

rusty racing instincts kick in, with a handle full of throttle and the power of the 1800 

engine, I am able to pass jerk number 2 and cut back in front of him.  “That was stupid 

don’t you agree?” says the voice in the headset.  Hummm.  That was just plain dumb.  

Once on C-470, of course jerk number 2 retaliates by trying to bush the dust off the Wing 

by partially swinging over into my lane while we are directly next to him.  Hummm.  My 

dumb move is upped by an even dumber one with the possibility of harm to us.  “He who 

has the most lug nuts always wins in these situations!”  screams through my head.   
Cooler heads finally prevail as jerk number 2 races off in the distance and I settle down. 

 

Incident Number Two 

As we are coming down Lookout Mountain road, a 1200 Gold Wing driver 

coming up the road decides to pass a couple of bicycles on a blind corner.  Since 

I can’t see around the right-hand corner, I slow down and hug the yellow trying 

to improve my line of sight around the curve.  The curve is banked heavy.  The 
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1200 is now in my lane when I see him and we are on a collision course!  A rapid mirror check followed by a 

quick lean on the right handle bar takes us out of harm’s way.  As we are passing each other with two feet of 

separation, the 1200 driver just shrugs his shoulders as if to say “I don’t know what I am doing”.  I notice that 

he was not wearing any safety gear, then I curse under my breath the new 4 foot bicycle clearance law that is 

encouraging drivers to cross double yellow lines with total abandonment.  

 

Incident Number Three 

Bear Creek road has been recently paved so the road is smooth plus twisty.  

While traveling downhill, a light rain started.  The axiom “First rains wash 

the oils off the road surface which causes the road to be slick” flashes 

through my mind and causing me to slow down.  As we round a blind curve 

to the left, a tractor trailer coming up the hill is trying to scrub off some 

speed and crosses the double yellow line directly into our path.  Fortunately, 

there was plenty of room for me to dive into the right track to avoid yet 

another incident. 

 

The Moral of the Story 

I lost attention while fiddling with the GPS and worst yet I let some jerk get to me enough to do something 

really stupid.  However, is was all the training in many Experienced Rider Courses that 1) caused me to quickly 

regain my senses, and 2) helped me to safely and quickly react to avoid several accidents within a 100 mile ride.  

Try to take an ERC every year.  It just may help keep you from injuries. 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Happy September Birthday to:    Happy September Anniversary to: 
    Must not be a lot to do Dec-Jan!  

 Richard Stoops (Sep 2)     Jack & Peggy Willey (Sep 6) 

 Michelle Babb (Sep 4)     Phil & Barb Talbott (Sep 16) 

 Bill Douglas (Sep 4)      Steve & Judy Cybuch (Sep 26) 

 Barb Talbott (Sep 7)      Greg & Pamela Green (Sep 29) 

 Bob Smith (Sep 9) 

 Norita Berger (Sep 17) 

 Fred Fisher (Sep 19) 

 Greg Tubac (Sep 22) 

 Randy Berger (Sep 27) 

 Stan Smetana (Sep 28) 

 

Saratoga Weekend Ride 
by Becky Ackerman 

 

On July 30
th

 & 31
st
 Mike and I lead a chapter ride to Saratoga, 

WY for an overnighter and were joined by the Williams, 

Fishers, Talbotts, Drakes, and Elmores, for a total of 8 bikes.  

In Fort Collins we picked up highway 14, which follows the 

Poudre River, then up over Cameron Pass and down in to North 

Park.  We took time to stop at the Moose Information Center 

before heading on into Walden for lunch at the River Rock 

 



Colorado Chapter "L" Wing Words September 2011 

 

 

4 of 7 

Café.  After a nice, relaxing lunch break we saddled up and headed 

north to the Wyoming border and on to Saratoga, arriving around 

2:30. 

 

Our hotel was located right next to the North Platte River and 

imagine our surprise to see sand bags lining the river all through 

town!  I guess the rain storm we heard about that washed the road out 

was really serious.  We could see how high the water had been.  

Fortunately, it wasn’t far off its normal height by the time we arrived 

but it was really moving fast…too fast for wading! 

 

After hearing the hot springs was under renovation and really not 

open, a few of us headed down there anyway to try out the river.  Yes, the place was a mess, but there was a 

tributary from the river that ran right next to the hot springs and there were hoses running hot water right into 

the river.  Eventually, Mike talked us all into wading across the river and sitting in the water on the opposite 

side.  It was VERY cold at first but the air was so hot that soon we were lying back in the water to cool off.  

How refreshing! 

 

That evening we walked to dinner (great pizza and service!) and later the games came out.  We commandeered 

the grassy area at the hotel next to the river under these huge shade trees where there were two very large picnic 

tables.  Some played cards; others played hillbilly golf and a dice game.  We played until it was so dark I 

couldn’t read the numbers to keep score!  It was quite pleasant there except for the fine sticky mist the trees 

were emitting all over us and the bikes.  I still need to clean it off my camera! 

 

Sunday morning everyone slept in, had a late breakfast, and then 

backtracked 8 miles to our turn for the Snowy Range Road in to 

Laramie.  We were pleasantly surprised to hear that three couples in 

our group had never been on that road so what a treat for everyone.  

The scenery was incredible, climbing up through the pine forest then 

suddenly seeing tall, rocky outcroppings with crystal clear lakes at 

their base.  There was quite a bit of snow not far from the road in the 

shadows and with all the rain they’ve had and the snow melt the little 

streams were really full.  With views like this we made multiple stops, 

taking pictures, enjoying the scenery and playing in the snow.  Now, 

this is why we ride motorcycles! 

 

In Laramie we split up with one group returning via 287 and Mike and I on to Cheyenne and home down 

Highway 85.  The heat descended upon us rather quickly and we soon forgot how cool and pleasant it was on 

top of the pass.  Once more we enjoyed sharing a fun weekend with our motorcycling friends.  And Fred got his 

wish…he saw not one but 5 moose on this adventure! 

 

Evening Ride for Fun! 
by Ralph & Debbi Strauss 

 

On August 13th, Ralph and Debbi Strauss led an evening ride.  GWRRA 

members from Chapters E and J also joined us for this fun event.  We 

left the Loaf N' Jug at 3:00 PM, went to Aunt Alice's in Longmont for 

supper and headed up through Lyons into Estes Park.  We then 
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continued down through Glen Haven and took the canyon to Highway 34.  

We continued along to "the Dam" store and had a short stop.  We then 

continued to Masonville, took Buckhorn Road to Rist Canyon, and then 

into Bellevue and up over Skyline Drive which oversees Horsetooth 

Reservoir.  After stopping for gas, part of us went on to Loveland for ice 

cream and the rest of the group continued on home.  There were 17 

motorcycles and 23 members on this evening ride. Fun was had by all. 

 

 

 

 

Just a Reminder Special Thank You! 
by Ralph & Debbi Strauss and Stan Smetana 

2011 Chapter Couple of the Year  2011 Individual of the Year 

2011-2012 District Couple of the Year  2011-2012 District Individual of the Year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank everyone that contributed to 

Chapter L's Basket for the District Convention.  The 

final value of our basket was $807 with $105 in cash.  It 

was a great hit and several people put their tickets in the "pool" to win our basket.  A Chapter I member won 

our basket and was thrilled.  She told us she put in over $75 worth of tickets to win our basket. 

 

 

Future Events 
September 
Sun, 11

th
  Freedom Ride –Bob & Joyce Smith 

Mon, 12
th

  Chapter L Gathering, 7:00 p.m., Clements Community Center 

    Refreshments – Mike & Becky Ackerman 

Sat, 17
th

   Mt. Evans Ride –Carl & Judy Williams  

Wed, 21
st
  Chapter L Dinner Ride, 6:30 p.m.  –Mike & Becky Ackerman 

Fri, 30
th

-Oct 2
nd

  Albuquerque Balloon Festival Ride –Fred & Linda Fisher 

Various  Other GWRRA Gatherings.  Please refer to your 2011 Ride Guide 

 

October 
Fri, 30

th
-Oct 2

nd
  Albuquerque Balloon Festival Ride –Fred & Linda Fisher 

Mon, 3
rd

   Chapter L Gathering, 7:00 p.m., Clements Community Center 

    Refreshments –Carl & Judy Williams 

Wed, 19
th

  Chapter L Dinner Ride, 6:30 p.m. –Kenny & Lis Simons 

Various  Other GWRRA Gatherings.  Please refer to your 2011 Ride Guide 

 

  

 

GGWWRRRRAA - AROUND THE WORLD!!! 

CHAPTER BASKET! 
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Chapter L Officers and Staff  
Directors Fred & Linda Fisher silverone@comcast.net 720-922-0789 

Assistant Directors Dennis & Anne Williamson wllmsn@lbtdsl.com 303-239-8187 

Rider Educator Carl Williams cawilliams2@comcast.net 303-200-0262 

Treasurer Mike Ackerman bikermha@msn.com 303-988-0413 

Couple of the Year (COY) Ralph & Debbi Strauss ralphanddebbi1@comcast.net  303-862-6947 

Individual of the Year (IOY) Stan Smetana stan@denver.net  303-903-4887 

Awards & Recognition Judy Williams jcwilliams5@comcast.net  303-200-0262 

Newsletter Editor Randall & Janet Drake HookdOnDiz@aol.com 303-933-6073 

  Jdrake1111@aol.com 

Ride Book Editor Randall Drake HookdOnDiz@aol.com 303-933-6073 

Membership Coordinator Anne Williamson wllmsn@lbtdsl.com 303-239-8187 

Storekeeper Bill Douglas bdouglas1951@q.com 303-748-2671 

Chapter Album Position Available   
 

Colorado Chapters and District Staff 

 

Colorado Chapter Directors 
Chapter A Carl & Becky Manning wingnuts_cd@comcast.net  303-250-5735 

Chapter B Dave & Sandra Geer chapb_gwrrainfi@yahoo.com  970-434-9677 

Chapter C Les & Sharon Brown lesandsharon@bresnan.net  719-372-6498 

Chapter E Bill Weiss & Lisa Capano lisacapano@aol.com  720-890-8122 

Chapter G Marty & Aimee Bond m83wingrider@yahoo.com  970-302-2946  

Chapter I Butch & Linda Shelley butchshelley157@msn.com  719-495-5741 

Chapter J Garry Howland scout4life@sprintmail.com  303-337-2740 

Chapter N Mike & Debbie Rose debbierose@socolo.net  719-250-1988 

Chapter Q Nick & Ginny Hoppner ginnyornick@bresnan.net  970-964-4379 

Wyoming B (Northern CO) Jim & Paulette Lysne jameschynn3@aol.com  307-634-9176 

 

Colorado District Staff 
District Directors Randall & Janet Drake hookdondiz@aol.com  303-933-6073 

Assistant District Directors Butch & Linda Shelley butchshelley157@msn.com  719-495-5741 

Assistant District Directors Mike & Dawn Vaillancourt mvonmywi@msn.com  970-316-1704 

Treasurer Mike & Becky Ackerman bikermha@msn.com  303-988-0413 

Membership Bill Weiss & Lisa Capano lisacapano@aol.com 720-890-8122 

Rider Educators Mark & Sue Damschen e9tanker@comcast.net  719-481-9263 

District Trainer Garry Howland scout4life@sprintmail.com  303-337-2740 

Special Events & Couple  

     of the Year Coordinators Carl & Judy Williams jcwilliams5@comcast.net  303-200-0262 

Special Events Assistant Donald Redline yellowwing2@comcast.net 303-718-7619 

Chap of the Year Champion Ralph Spencer ralph.spencer@onrr.gov  303-888-2705 

Newsletter Editor April Hansen-Keppler pahkwing95@aol.com  303-384-0476 

Webmaster Jim & Janet Wohlford cogwrra@comcast.net  303-979-0196 

Photographer Kenny & Lis Simons kenneths419@gmail.com 720-685-0188 

Chaplain Charles & Gaylene Grimsley grimsley2u@aol.com 970-268-5008 

Motorist Awareness-East Kraig & Linda White kraigaw@msn.com 303-877-5709 

Motorist Awareness-West Nick & Ginny Hoppner ginnyornick@bresnan.net 970-964-4379 

Couple of the Year (11-12) Ralph & Debbi Strauss ralphanddebbi1@comcast.net  303-862-6947 

Individual of the Year (11-12) Stan Smetana stan@denver.net  303-903-4887 
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Region “F”un Staff 
 

Region Director Anita & JR Alkire jralkire@cox.net  619-741-8893 

Assistant Directors Larry & Donna Pickens res0r1sy@verizon.net  661-726-5145 

Assistant Directors Garry & Kerry Woo gwoo225@comcast.net  520-883-7155 

Assistant Directors Joyce & Rick Elmore jelmore16@gmail.com  J cell 303-803-3748 

  relmore2@gmail.com  R cell 303-803-5378  

Treasurer Crystal Richardson crystal@infinite-healing.net  858-541-1176 

   Cell 619-929-6223 

Educator Dave & Dee Gormley ddfroggy@aol.com  520-749-5653 

Assistant Educator John Garrett john@garrett.bz  951-679-4987 

   Cell 951-505-5335 

Medic First Aid Coordinator Joel & Marti Winkler jwinkler2@verizon.net 626-969-7386 

  martwinkle@yahoo.com  

MAD Program Coordinators Dave & Sandie Novitt dnovitt@yahoo.com  520-296-7369 

   Cell 520-465-1262 

Seminar Presenter Coord Ray & Sandi Garris raygarris@gmail.com  602-404-6875 

  wingedcoyotes@q.net Cell 602-469-5440 

Convention Vendor Coord Donna Pickens djpick5@verizon.net 661-726-5145 

Convention Vendor Coord Bud & Dot Kapp hekapp@k2g.com 623-434-6560 

Leadership Training VACANT  

Membership Enhancement Lisa Capano & Bill Weiss lisacapano@aol.com  720-890-8122 

  Flyingace@qwestoffice.net   

Region Store Gay & David Redline gredline@me.com 303-549-0506 

Couple & Ind of the Yr Coord JoAnn & Jim MacLean ka6vjf@pacbell.net 661-251-5420 

   Cell 619-929-6223 

Couple & Ind Yr Asst Coord Bill Leach mudwagon@cox.net  520-747-5276  

Couple of the Year (11-12) Dave & Dee Gormley ddfroggy@aol.com  520-749-5653 

Individual of the Year (11-12) Rich Mason rvmason@charter.net 561-315-5213 

 

Public Relations Co-Coord Ken Freeland kjfreeland@aol.com 818-403-6729 

   Cell 818-370-3572 

Public Relations Coord Joann & Jim MacClean KA6VJF@pacbell.net 661-251-5420 

Webmaster Paul & Linda Fenton pfenton@plgassociates.com 949-597-0232 
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