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March 2013 

 

Next Chapter Gathering 

 Monday, Mar 4, 2013 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 Folks start showing up at 6:45 p.m. 
 Columbine Room, Clements Community Ctr 

 1580 Yarrow Street, Lakewood, Colorado 

Gathering Refreshments & Coffee 

 Refreshments: Ralph & Janet Spencer 

 Coffee: Steve & Tami Bender 

 

 

 

Words for Gold Wingers! 
by Fred & Linda Fisher, Directors 

 

Greetings from your Directors! 

 

We were having one of those 

nice warm winters for several 

months.  Then… BAM!!  Snow 

and cold weather shows up.  

I’m pretty sure back on Groundhog Day, Punxsutawney 

Phil did not see his shadow.  This means that we should 

have an early spring.  I guess we had our spring in the 

early winter and now we get the winter part.  Many of 

you have been out riding since before the Christmas 

holiday, and now; too cold and too much snow on the 

roads.  Hopefully, it will be a short “winter” and we can 

ride the road soon. 

 

Meanwhile, we can enjoy some of the off bike stuff.  

This is a good time to travel to some of the other Chapter 

meetings.  We had a good group travel to Grand 

Junction to rescue Larry from his captors.  (More on this 

later in this newsletter.)  We also had a nice turnout for 

the Dinner Ride hosted by Linda and me on February 

20
th
. 

 

Still up before the next meeting is the Game Day hosted 

by Carl and Judy Williams.  Event starts at 4pm and is a 

potluck event.  More details and a map can be found on 

the Chapter L web page at www.redrockswings.org/     

Click on the calendar icon at the bottom of the page, 

then click on the event to get more information.  March 

also brings us a Dinner Ride on the 20
th
, Leadership 

Training on the 23
rd

, and our annual trek to Cheyenne for 

the Wyoming Chapter B Birthday Celebration. 

 

Don’t forget to register for the Region and District 

Conventions.  When we get 12 registration forms turned 

in for each convention, we will draw a form and the 

Chapter will pay for the registration on that form.  We 

will not pay for other things like 50/50, shirts, or classes, 

but for the full registration; one up or two up.  

 

As we have mentioned before, Chapter L is looking at a 

very busy year and we are looking forward to it.  Now, 

we just need the forecast from old Punxsutawney Phil to 

come true. 

 

With that, I will close for now.  Hope to see everyone at 

the March 4
th
 chapter gathering. 

 

Until later…..Ride Safe..…Always. 

http://www.redrockswings.org/
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Blown Away (not a Carry Underwood song)… 

Dealing with Crosswinds 
by Andrew C. Smith, Rider Educator 

 

Riding here in Colorado, sooner or 

later you are going to deal with 

severe crosswinds - probably while 

fighting them. 

 

Guess what - you don't have to do 

anything and the motorcycle will 

handle most crosswinds just fine - 

with only normal responses from you. 

 

There are a couple of things that you can do to make the 

experience less stressful, however.  For example, you 

can quit white-knuckling your grips.  When you hold on 

tight you also tend to stiff arm your controls.  That, 

merely allows front-end instability to propagate into the 

rest of the motorcycle.  Relax your grips and droop your 

elbows.  Allow your bike to be a bit unstable.  Drive in 

the CENTER OF YOUR LANE.  Lean forward and 

down to reduce your profile, and snug up your jacket.  

(anything that will reduce the effect for 'sail area') 

 

This effect will be magnified if you happen to be towing 

your trailer.   You will quickly realize that your stress 

and focus will both be increase during this period of high 

wind. 

 

What about traction?  You neither gain or lose any 

significant traction when the wind blows from your side 

unless you are in a curve.  While you are leaned into the 

wind all of the weight of the bike remains on your tires 

(fancy that) and there is very little lateral force scrubbing 

that traction away. 

 

How much lean do you need?  Whatever the bike and 

your experience dictate, it will be different for each rider 

and bike configuration.  Your bike setup will dictate 

much of how you and it respond to gusts.  There will be 

a lot of difference in 1 up, 2 up on 2 wheels and how a 

trike will respond. 

 

Should you try and anticipate those gusts?  This would 

be difficult to do (unless you have managed to pack a 

Doppler Radar on your bike).  Should you just respond 

quickly to a gust to remain in control and traveling in a 

straight line?  The answer is "No", and "No".  Your bike 

will NOT travel in a straight line.  That is, as long as you 

allow it to do its thing, your bike will be modestly blown 

off course with a gust and the result of that movement is 

EXACTLY the same as any other minor course change - 

you will need modest counter-steer input to correct it - 

the Center of Gravity of your bike will then be on the 

side the wind came from and the result is that it will lean 

towards the wind. 

 

Note ** Anticipating wind-shear IS important under a 

couple of scenarios:  the approach of an oncoming large 

vehicle suggests that severe buffeting will occur when 

you pass it, and entering or exiting stretches protected 

from the wind such as tunnels or bridges with relatively 

high retaining walls.  In these cases you will certainly 

want to position the bike away from the source of the 

wind-shear and insure you maintain a firm grip. 

 

Is a heavier bike less likely to be blown around than a 

lighter bike?  Not necessarily.  What is primarily 

determinant of how great the effect of a crosswind is on 

your bike is its profile.  A large bikes like our Gold 

Wing's will typically be more harshly affected by 

crosswinds than a lighter low profile bike. 

 

Your side profile area is what determines how your 

motorcycle reacts to crosswinds.  Just as there is a 

Center of Gravity, there is also a Center of wind 

resistance.  If that center of wind resistance is in front of 

your Center of Gravity then crosswinds will tend to push 

you off course while if it is behind your Center of 

Gravity the motorcycle will try to steer INTO the wind.  

Thus, mounting a high profile LIGHT object (a stuffed 

animal, for example) onto your trunk lid or your pillion 

can have a dramatically corrective effect rather than 

worsen the bike's steering reaction to those crosswinds. 
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Crosswinds can be murder if you are leaned way over in 

a curve.  Don't, if you can avoid it. 

 

As a result of a crosswind your bike will move off 

course and normal modest counter-steer will lean it into 

the wind.  A strong gust will blow you out of track.  So, 

correct your steering, gently, and keep going. 

 

Be particularly cautious on bridges, especially if there is 

a possibility you might be blown into oncoming traffic.  

Our bike can respond quickly, but it is not worth the risk 

to you or those we share the road with.  Another area of 

significant concern would be if you encounter these 

winds at night.  In this case, it is probably best if you 

stop the bike for the night and start again in the morning. 

 

If crosswinds involve huge short gusts, it is probably 

best to park the bike until things settle down.  If the 

crosswinds are more sustained (steady winds), you will 

need to make the decision on whether or not to keep 

going.  You must personally make the decision based on 

your experience and the conditions at hand to keep 

yourself and other safe. 

 
** portions of this article are from J.R. Davis and the Master 

Strategy Group.** 

 

 

 

Motorist Awareness Program 

by Sherry Smith, MA Chapter Coordinator 

 
Hello, I am your new Motorist Awareness Coordinator for Chapter L.  I am very excited about this new position, and 

am working hard to learn all I can for the betterment of our chapter.  There have been many times as a rider that I 

have wanted to yell out to a car, "Hey, little close there!" or "Get off the phone and pay attention!" and my personal 

favorite, "Hello! We are wearing neon yellow how can you not see us?"  

 

Let's start with some did you know facts:  

 

 More than 50% of all crashes involving a motorcycle and a passenger car occurred because the motorist did 

not see the motorcycle.  

 Over 40% off all motorcycle accidents occur at intersections.  

 Motorcycles are easily hidden in a vehicle's blind spot or blocked from view by blind spots outside a vehicle.  

 

Educating motorist is why this program exists. Cars must share the road because, "Motorcyclist Are Dying To Be 

Seen!" 

 

 

Larry’s BACK! 

by Your Very “Not So” Lonesome now Chapter Directors 

 
On February 16

th
 a brave party of 13 Chapter 

L members met and reclaimed our poor 

abused Mascot from Chapter Q.  The rescue 

took place at Chapter B’s FUNdraiser in 

Grand Junction. 

 

The food and friendship was great.  They had 

an auction and 50/50 ticket drawing.  Chapter 

B returned half of all the money made on the 

auction to the LUCKY ticket holders. 

We were joined in the trip by members of 

Chapter A, E, and I. In all, we had 27 people 

from this side of the mountains.  A good time 

was had by all! 

 

Larry is on the road to recovery once again.  I 

truly fail to see why he has so much attention 

paid to him, other than the fact he is the 

“KING of our jungle.”  
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Happy March Birthday to:    Happy March Anniversary to: 
 Christine King (Mar 1)     Kenny & Lis Simons (Mar 15) 

 Greg Brown (Mar 21)      Andy & Sherry Smith (Mar 18) 

 Steve Bender (Mar 27) 

       

      

  

Future Events 

Mar 2013 
Sat, 2

nd
   Game Day, Carl & Judy Williams House 

Mon, 4
th 

   Chapter L Gathering, 7:00 p.m., Clements Community Center 

     Refreshments – Ralph & Janet Spencer 

Wed, 20
th  

 Chapter L Dinner Ride, 6:30 p.m.  – Ralph & Janet Spencer 

Sat, 23
rd

   District Leadership Training, Clements Community Center 

Sat, 30
th

   Wyoming Chapter B Birthday Party 

Various   Other GWRRA Gatherings.  Please refer to your 2013 Ride Guide 

 

Apr 2013 
Mon, 4

th
    Chapter L Gathering, 7:00 p.m., Clements Community Center 

     Refreshments – Dan & Vicki Kirk 

Wed, 17
th

   Dinner Ride – Dennis & Anne Williamson 

Fri, 19
th

-21
st
   Nevada District Convention 

Various   Other GWRRA Gatherings.  Please refer to your 2013 Ride Guide 
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Chapter L Officers and Staff  
Directors Fred & Linda Fisher silverone@comcast.net 720-922-0789 

Assistant Directors Bob & Christine King bayoubobo@msn.com  303-463-4548 

Rider Educator Andrew Smith redrockseducator@comcast.net 757-617-0734 

Motorist Awareness Coordinator Sherry Smith savedby1too@verizon.net  303-923-8342 

Treasurer Tami & Steve Bender bndrspndr@aol.com 303-972-8420 

Membership Enhancement Kenny & Lis Simons kenneths419@gmail.com 720-685-0188 

Chapter of the Year Coordinator Carl & Judy Williams cawilliams2@comcast.net 303-200-0262 

Couple of the Year (COY) Steve & Tami Bender bndrspndr@aol.com 303-972-8420  

Individual of the Year (IOY) Ralph Spencer ralph.spencer@onrr.gov 303-888-2705  

Awards & Recognition   

Storekeeper Dan & Vicky Kirk redrider1951@comcast.net  303-358-6249 

Ride Coordinator Becky Ackerman bikerbla@msn.com 303-988-0413 

Newsletter & Ride Book Editor Randall & Janet Drake HookdOnDiz@aol.com 303-933-6073 

   

 

Colorado Chapters and District Staff 

 

Colorado Chapter Directors 
Chapter A Kraig & Linda White kraigaw@msn.com  303-877-5709 

Chapter B Dave & Sandra Geer chapb_gwrrainfi@yahoo.com  970-270-1508 

Chapter C Les & Sharon Brown lesandsharon@bresnan.net  719-372-6498 

Chapter E David & Gay Redline dredline@me.com 303-506-7283 

  gredline@me.com 303-549-0506 

Chapter G Dick & Fran Williamson refmwi@gmail.com  970-347-8855 

Chapter I Don Cruzan & Cathy Luce doncruzan@comcast.net 719-433-4875 

Chapter J John & Barb Pons cd@gwrraco-j.org 303-396-5520 

Chapter N Diana & Dave Bradley dndbradley@comcast.net  719-671-6235 

Chapter Q Rich & Linda Fuller rnlwing@juno.com  970-874-8830 

Wyoming B (Northern CO) Jim & Paulette Lysne jameschynn3@aol.com  307-634-9176 

 

Colorado District Staff 
District Directors Randall & Janet Drake hookdondiz@aol.com  303-933-6073 

Assistant District Directors John & Barb Pons coloadd@ponsjandb.com  303-396-5520 

   303-406-8102 

Treasurer Mike & Becky Ackerman bikermha@msn.com  303-988-0413 

Membership Enhancement Gilda & Bob McCorkle purplegoose89@comcast.net 303-650-1473 

Assistant Membership Charles & Gaylene Grimsley grimsley2u@aol.com 970-640-6133 

Rider Educators Alan & Deb Gustafson asawdust@comcast.net 303-690-3788 

District Trainer Garry Howland scout4life@sprintmail.com  303-337-2740 

Special Events & Couple  Carl & Judy Williams jcwilliams5@comcast.net  303-200-0262 

     of the Year Coordinators   

Special Events Assistant Donald Redline yellowwing2@comcast.net 303-718-7619 

Chap of the Year Champion Ralph Spencer ralph.spencer@onrr.gov  303-888-2705 

Newsletter Editor April Hansen-Keppler pahkwing95@aol.com  303-384-0476 

Webmaster Jim & Janet Wohlford cogwrra@comcast.net  303-979-0196 

Photographer Kenny & Lis Simons kenneths419@gmail.com 720-685-0188 

Motorist Awareness-East Kraig & Linda White kraigaw@msn.com 303-877-5709 

Motorist Awareness-West Nick & Ginny Hoppner ginnyornick@bresnan.net 970-964-4379 

Couple of the Year (2012-13) John & Barb Pons john@ponsjandb.com  303-396-5520 

  barb@ponsjandb.com 303-406-8102 
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Region “F”un Staff 

 
Region Director Anita & JR Alkire jralkire@cox.net  619-741-8893 

Assistant Directors Garry & Kerry Woo gwoo225@comcast.net  520-883-7155 

Assistant Directors Joyce & Rick Elmore jelmore16@gmail.com  J cell 303-803-3748 

  relmore2@gmail.com  R cell 303-803-5378  

Assistant Directors Cathy & George Diaz  949-551-4896 

Treasurer Crystal Richardson crystal@infinite-healing.net  858-541-1176 

   Cell 619-929-6223 

Educator Dave & Dee Gormley ddfroggy@aol.com  520-749-5653 

Assistant Educator John Garrett john@garrett.bz  951-679-4987 

   Cell 951-505-5335 

Assist Educator-Medic First Aid Joel & Marti Winkler jwinkler2@verizon.net 626-969-7386 

  martwinkle@yahoo.com  

Assist Educator-Motorist Awareness VACANT 

Leadership Trainer Ray & Sandi Garris raygarris@gmail.com  602-404-6875 

  wingedcoyotes@q.net Cell 602-469-5440 

Membership Enhancement Lisa Capano & Bill Weiss lisacapano@aol.com  720-890-8122 

  Flyingace@qwestoffice.net   

Region Store Gay & David Redline gredline@me.com 303-549-0506 

Couple & Ind of the Yr Coord JoAnn & Jim MacLean ka6vjf@pacbell.net 661-251-5420 

   Cell 619-929-6223 

Couple & Ind Yr Asst Coord Rich Mason  561-315-5213 

Convention Vendor Coord Larry & Donna Pickens res0r1sy@verizon.net 661-547-3166 

  djpick5@verizon.net 661-547-2733 

Couple of the Year (12-13) Mike & Ruth Burke mburke24@sbcglobal.net  209-536-1318 

Individual of the Year (12-13) Rocco (Don’t know last name) jprocco3@gmail.com  916-743-2358 

Webmaster Tom & Lisa Evans evans@att.net  575-652-3144 
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