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 Greetings from Your Directors 
Fred and Linda Fisher 
Senior Directors 

 

Last month as I wrote my article, I mentioned that it was a cool 

68 degrees and fall was in the air.  As I write this article, it is 83 

degrees and sunny outside.  I guess this is what we use to call 

Indian Summer. 

 

As we all know, even though we have winter snows, Colorado pretty much has year round riding.  

However, I’m not much of a winter rider (for various reasons) so today I washed the bike, did an 

oil change and probably will put it over in the corner of the garage, with the battery tender 

hooked up. 

 

By the way, I figured out the other day that I had an anniversary this month.  No, not the one 

with Linda, but the one with a GoldWing.  Forty years ago this month, I got my first Wing.  A 

friend of mine owned a Honda dealership and in October of 1974 they were required by Honda to 

put one of these new motorcycles in their showroom.  Dave, my friend, was a sport bike rider and 

was in no way interested in this “piece of ….” that will never sell.  With that, he offered it to me 

at $100 over his cost if I would take it off his showroom floor.  I did, and the rest is history; as 

they say.  At the time I lived in a ground floor, two-bedroom apartment and didn’t have a garage, 

so it spent its first winter inside my apartment in the second bedroom.  This was the start of a 

long term relationship but you never know when those relationships might end. 

 

Over the last month we had some fun things to do.  We did a Chapter ride to the Albuquerque 

Balloon Fiesta the first weekend of the month.  Some that didn’t get to go with us attended a 

Multi-Chapter Game Day on the same weekend.  We also had a Saturday “Lunch Ride” that had 

a huge turnout. To end the month, some of us attended a free concert presented by the Skyline 

Chorus that our very own Laura Hudson sings in.  Not bad for a “winter” month. 

 

Early in November, we have a couple of important events.  Chapter E has their annual Turkey 

Dinner on November 1
st
, and Chapter G has their Turkey Bingo event on November 15

th
.  Our 

Annual Multi-Chapter Event Planning meeting will be held Saturday, November 22
nd

.  I’ll keep 

you posted on the results of that meeting.  Also, don’t forget the Multi-Chapter Christmas Party 

on December 20th. 

We also need to get some things into our ride schedule for 2015.  If you have an idea for a ride, 

please get it to me so we can try to schedule things.  I know some things are date sensitive, but 

others are anytime events and are great to plug in when we have a slow month.  We are also 
looking for winter month events to keep some things on the calendar. 

 

With that, I’ll close for this month.  Looking forward to seeing you at the November 3
rd

 

gathering, if not before. 

 Until Then, Ride Safe….. Always! 
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Fixin’ Up Time! 
 

As this newsletter “goes to press,” our favorite and very own 

Assistant Chapter Director is facing surgery to “fix somethin’” in his 

vertebrae.  Please extend your thoughts, warm wishes, and prayers, 

in any manner you are accustomed, to Bob for a successful surgery 

and a speedy recovery!   

 Good Luck, Bob! 
 
 

Motorist Awareness, Another View 
Submitted by Sherry Smith 

Motorist Awareness Coordinator 

 

Safe Driving Tips for Motorists 

About half of all motorcycle crashes involve a collision with another vehicle.  In many 

crashes, the driver never saw the motorcyclist — or didn't see the rider until it was too 

late.  There are many reasons why other drivers do not see motorcyclists. 

 Most car drivers aren't familiar with motorcycles and don't look for them in traffic.  

 Motorcycle riders often wear leathers which are usually dark in color and can easily blend into the 

background.  

 Motorcycles are smaller than other vehicles, so they are more difficult to spot in traffic and can be hidden 

by other vehicles or roadside features.  

 Daytime headlight use does not give motorcycle riders much of an advantage anymore, due to the 

widespread use of daytime running lights on cars.  

 The smaller size and single headlight on the motorcycle make it more difficult for other drivers to judge a 

rider's speed and distance. 

 

The Minnesota Motorcycle Safety Center encourages everyone — drivers and motorcyclists — to practice these 

techniques to make motorcycling safer for everyone.   

 When Turning Left:  Most crashes between vehicles and motorcycles involve turning left at an intersection.  

If crossing traffic or turning left, look twice for motorcycles before turning. 

 Blind Spots:  Motorcycles are easily hidden in traffic.  Always take a second look over your shoulder — 

don’t rely solely on your mirrors. 

 Weather:  Rain and sun glare can make a motorcycle "invisible."  Take an extra moment to make sure the 

way is clear. 

 Signals:  Use turn signals.  This allows the rider to anticipate traffic flow and find a safe lane position. 

 Larger Vehicles:  Cars and trucks can conceal a motorcycle traveling behind it.  Take an extra moment after 

a larger vehicle passes before beginning a turn. 

 Eye Contact:  Motorcyclists make eye contact often to feel confident that other drivers see them.  Give a 

nod back to acknowledge them. 

 Distance:  Motorcyclists prefer to use a large space cushion, allowing them more time to react.  Do not cut 

in front of a motorcycle and eliminate the safe following distance. 

 Signals:  Most motorcycle turn signals do not cancel automatically.  If a cycle is coming, and the signal is 

flashing, wait a moment for the cycle to pass. 
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Additional Safe Driving Tips 

 Watch aggressively for motorcycles. 

 Search the traffic constantly and expect to see motorcycles.  

 Check blind spots before changing lanes or merging, especially in heavy traffic.  

 Double-check traffic at intersections before turning or pulling out.  

 Motorcycles can easily be hidden in traffic.  Look for a helmet above, tires below, or a shadow alongside a 

vehicle. 

 Anticipate hazards that may confront the motorcyclist and predict how the motorcyclist may react to the 

situation. 

 Poor road conditions, bad weather, flying debris, oil slicks, and heavy traffic pose high risks for 

motorcyclists. 

 Allow a three-second "space cushion" when following a motorcycle. 

 Pick out a fixed object ahead of you.  When the motorcycle passes the object, count off, "one thousand one, 

one thousand two...." If you haven't passed the same object after two seconds, your following distance 

meets the two-second minimum.  

 In poor driving conditions, at higher speeds and at night, use a four or five-second following distance to 

give the motorcyclist more space. 

 Watch out when turning left. 

 Because motorcycles are smaller than other vehicles, it is harder to see them and more difficult to judge 

their approach speed in traffic. 

 Share the road. 

 Do not drive next to a motorcycle in the same lane.  It is unsafe and illegal. 

 Treat motorcyclists with the same respect and courtesy you afford to other motorists. 

 Observe and obey all traffic laws, signs and signals. 

 Failure to obey and yield the right-of-way can result in the death or serious injury of a motorcyclist.  

 Stay focused on the driving task.  Inattentive driving is a major cause of vehicle-motorcycle crashes.  

 Remove all possible distractions that can interfere with the driver's attention, and remove any objects that 

may block the driver's view. 

 Looking Twice May Save A Life! 

 

 

Source: https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/ots/mmsc/educational-materials/Pages/motorist-awareness.aspx  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/ots/mmsc/educational-materials/Pages/motorist-awareness.aspx
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How Many Ways Can You Dump Your Bike? 

(Listing only 75 – There are so many more) 
Submitted by Andrew Smith 

Chapter Educator 

 

Confessions from those who have done it - Compiled from the rec.motorcycles 

newsgroup.   (I figure we have experienced some of these) 

 

1. Putting your foot into a hole when stopping.  

2. Putting your foot down on something slippery when stopping.  

3. Locking the front wheel during overenthusiastic braking.  

4. Missing the driveway and sliding on the grass.  

5. Not putting the kickstand down when getting off.  (altered mental states) 

6. Make a turn from stop in gravel or sand at high throttle.  

7. Not putting a board ('foot') under the kickstand on asphalt on a hot day.  

8. Letting overenthusiastic people sit on your bike who have never been on a bike.  

9. Forgetting the bike's in gear when you jump on the kickstarter.  

10. Revving the engine, releasing clutch, and putting feet on pegs when the light turns green, but the bike's in 

neutral.  

11. Not putting your foot down when stopping at red light.  

12. Losing balance when putting it on the center stand.  

13. Take an hour ride in 30 degree weather with no gloves, stop at a stop sign and pop the clutch when you 

start because you've lost feeling in your hands.  

14. Putting your foot down at a toll booth on the thick layer of grease that builds up when cars stop.  

15. Using too much power when you pull out of a greasy toll booth.  

16. Ignoring the sand that builds up in the spring at the side of the road (in places where roads are sanded and 

salted in winter.)  

17. Kicking your kickstand in a cool fashion and having it bounce back up instead of staying down.  

18. Getting off your bike while it is running and forgetting that it is in gear.  

19. Trying to kick start your first bike over and over because you didn't realize that it was really out of fuel, 

and getting the goofy metal ring on the side of your boot caught in the kickstarter, causing you (and the 

bike) to go over on the right side.  

20. Starting your brand-new electric-start trail-bike, riding around an ornamental shrub on full left lock, 

throwing it to the right and accelerating to wheelie over the curb onto the street and then discovering that 

you hadn't unlocked the steering-lock.  

21. On same bike, getting the dual-range lever caught inside your jeans as you come to a stop.  

22. Having your boot/jeans catch the gear-lever and putting your running bike into first gear whilst reaching 

for the side-stand (which is why I now automatically pull in the clutch whenever deploying or retracting 

the stand.) 

23. Having "green" racing linings which have much higher coefficient of friction on the slight rust that forms 

on the polished drum when you've not ridden for a few hours, and lose the front-end holding the brakes on 

against the throttle to wear off the rust. 

24. Having a three-cylinder two-stroke that's so smooth you think you're in second when you're actually in 

first, so you spin out when the undercarriage touches down in a tight corner passing a car and you think, 

"just a bit more throttle will help here." 
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25. Revving bike in impressive squidly fashion at red light, thinking it's in neutral; dropping clutch and 

standing in place while bike wheelies and backflips into intersection. 

26. Having your fat-ass brother (as a pillion) lean waaay over to the side to look at something on the ground 

while at a stop sign. 

27. Wife gets foot caught on saddlebag while getting on before you.  

28. Rebuild carbs and treat bike like it still needs full gas away from a stop.  

29. Bald tires, and a smatter of rain.  

30. Look at the sand at the edge of the exit ramp rather than through the turn.  

31. Neither you nor your dad watching while he's backing his car up to the woodpile to unload wood. 

32. Not putting the pin that holds the center stand all the way in and then trying to put the bike on the center 

stand. 

33. Trying to hold the bike upright before deploying the center stand only to find your knees are too weak from 

riding. 

34. Park behind friend's mom's minivan figuring  "If anybody goes anywhere, they'll surely see it.”  Especially 

since there'll be 5 of them getting into the van. 

35. After getting fuel at gas station and holding the bike level with your legs in order to fill it completely, 

jumping off forgetting that your legs were holding it upright not the kickstand. 

36. Entering a DR ("decreasing radius") turn too fast. This is especially dangerous when making a right turn 

where if you attempt to straighten up and brake, you'll plow into oncoming traffic. 

37. Trying to countersteer (or wheelie) your shaft driven bike? [Obviously the person who posted this doesn't 

have a clue.] 

38. Getting your boot/ shoelace caught on the gearshift.  (I wear laceless boots now.) 

39. Attempting to kick start a cantankerous '84 CR500, whilst standing on a picnic table bench, and she 

“kicks” back! 

40. Getting mad for dropping it in the first place, yanking it vigorously off the ground, only to have it drop to 

the “other” side. 

41. Pulling out the swing arm stand, and forgetting to put the sidestand down first. 

42. Backing down an inclined driveway, turning to either side with a full tank of gas.  

43. Taking the bike off the centerstand and forgetting the sidestand.  

44. Riding on wet grass with street tires (Almost as bad as ice!!) 

45. Riding on wet asphalt with dirt tires (Almost as bad as ice!!) 

46. “Thinking” the side stand was down when it wasn't. 

47. Kick stand slowly burying itself in hot asphalt. 

48. Kick stand slowly burying itself in soft ground.  

49. Backing up perpendicular to a steeply sloped driveway and attempting to put your foot down on the 

downhill side while on a large bike with a high seat.  (By the time your foot reaches the ground the bike is 

so far off center balance you won't be able to hold it up.)  

50. Backing your bike down a plank, by yourself, from the bed of a pickup truck.  Works great as long as you 

remember that once you start moving, stopping for any correction is out of the question.  Get two people to 

stand on each side of you and the bike.  

51. Losing your balance when coming to a stop because of fatigue from a long trip.  The wind and the buzz of 

the bike induce an unexpected case of vertigo.  Stop often and rest.  

52. Riding beyond your limits while trying to keep up with someone who is probably riding beyond their own.  

Always a temptation.  The best riders/racers understand and use discipline when riding.  

53. Not paying attention.  Always strive to anticipate what could possibly go wrong and be planning what 

you're going to do when it happens, eventually it will - and you'll be ready, instead of surprised when 

you're much more likely to do something stupid and reactionary.  
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54. Assuming that all wet roads are created equal.  They are much more slippery when it first starts to rain - 

until the oil and dirt are washed away.  

55. Assuming that the condition of a blind corner is the same as it was the last time you rode it.  Instead you 

find sticks, road kill, oil, rain wash, stones, pot holes, garbage, etc.  

56. Not understanding how to get set-up for a corner when pushing the limits.  In most cases the bike could 

have made the corner but the rider decided it couldn't and while in a panic attempted to correct the situation 

with the brake.  WRONG!  MSF course will discuss this at length.  

57. Riding without all of the protective equipment because I forgot to bring it and after all it was just this one 

time.  Turned out to be the wrong time!  I forgot my MX boots and fell on a steeply banked corner and the 

foot peg attempted to drill into the back of my right calf.  On crutches for 3 weeks with a deep bruise.  

58. Using a little too much power turning the first corner after you've put on new tires (with that nice slippery 

release compound on them).  

59. Being too short for the bike you're riding, and coming to a stop sign.  

60. Your rider hops on before you are ready.  

61. Pushing your bike into the garage and letting it get leaned just a little away from you, pulling you on top of 

it to the ground.  

62. Pulling off both fork caps while the bike is on its centerstand.  

63. Editor’s Note:  Surely there was supposed to be another way listed here, but the author skipped this 

number.  Just seeing who reads all of these! 

64. Park pointing downhill, don't leave it in gear.  

65. Park with sidestand facing up hill, sidestand is too long.  

66. Allow friend to ride bike that has either no riding experience, or only tiny dirt bike riding experience (they 

will wheelie out of control, fly straight at the nearest object, or drop it attempting to stop suddenly.)  

67. Pulling into Dairy Queen and slipping on spilled chocolate malt.  

68. Sitting on your bike on an inclined driveway talking to a very pretty girl, forgetting where in the hell your 

mind is and then noticing that it's already too close to the ground to stop.  (Another Editor’s Note, that’s 

the bike being too close to the ground, not your mind.)  

69. Change rear-end oil on a shaft drive bike, spill 90w on tire, don't clean it up and then make a really sharp 

turn out of the driveway.  “Splat”  

70. Parking your bike so that it stands upright with the kickstand down and then having a slow leak in the rear 

tire which causes the kickstand to push the bike over.  

71. Running into a bus after a 120mph+ high speed chase where there is helicopter pursuit and you are being 

taped by 5 local news stations.  

72. Spending 3 hours washing and waxing your bike and then stepping back to admire it with some buddies 

and then watch it fall right off its side stand while it was warming up.  

73. Pushing it over.  

74. Covering it with a windsail (aka canvas cover) and letting the wind push it over.  

75. Unbolting too many components from the back so that the bike falls off the jack.  

 

And for good measure:  Riding in stilettos and getting stuck on the footrest.  (Final Editor’s Note:  Hey!  

Maybe this one should have been No. 63) 

 

 

Stay Safe out there…  Have Fun! 
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Share and Share Again! 
Mike & Rhonda Hottinger 

Membership Enhancement Coordinators 

 

You know what they say, autumn is in the air.  Fall is here and we are watching 

it snow in the mountains, Arapahoe Basin is open for skiing, Halloween is here 

and there is candy everywhere.  We have football, leaves to rake and headlights 

to turn on.  Oh, and it is dark when I leave for work and dark at dinner time.  But don't worry, the time will 

change in a couple of weeks and it WILL be dark before I get off work.  Glad the headlights work great on the 

motorcycle. 

 

Some people are putting the motorcycles away for the season.  What is that about?  The instruments on the 

Wing showed 81 degrees at noon October 25
th

 and that did not feel like fall but it was awesome riding weather 

and that made me smile.  Some people think the motorcycle season is over but we have two major holidays 

coming up, Thanksgiving and Christmas.  At GWRRA good times are never out of season, we don't need our 

motorcycles to have fun, but it helps.  There are many family type events during this season.  A few coming up 

are Chapter E's Annual Fundraiser Turkey Potluck on November 1
st
 starting at 5:30pm, Chapter G's Turkey 

Bingo Fundraiser at 5pm on November 15
th

, and the Multi-Chapter Christmas Party on December 20
th

 at 6pm.  

These are all opportunities to be with our GWRRA families and support each other’s chapters.  Please make an 

effort to support one or more of these events and let someone know if you need more details on any event. 

 

We have a great opportunity to invite other members out to these events and don't forget the visitors, how better 

to show them the GWWRA hospitality and friendships.  How well do you know the people in your chapter?  Is 

there anyone without family close by?  Share an event and you might be surprised how your own life is 

enriched.  I have caught myself doing some things solely for my benefit and there is no need for me to be 

selfish.  When is the last time you did something for others with no expectations of anything in return, totally 

selfless?  It is something that unfortunately we don't do enough.   

 

I find myself thinking back to the winter of 2006 when I had been unemployed for months and Christmas was 

coming.  It was difficult to tell the kids we would be celebrating Christmas without gifts that year and my kids 

made me so proud because they said the family togetherness is all they needed.  It was humbling but destined to 

be one of the best Christmas seasons we had.  The day before Christmas day some people showed up on our 

door with packages for the whole family.  We thought nobody knew of the situation but somebody did and they 

made an effort to surprise us.  The point I want to get through is to be aware, many people will not tell you that 

they are alone or have a need, but if we are observant and caring we will always see people in sincere need of 

something.  Be the GWRRA member that will make your chapter proud, make a difference in someone’s life 

this season. 

 

Share the passion and hug someone! 
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Greetings! 
Ralph Spencer 

Chapter L Greeter 
 

Greeter:  One who greets with some form of salutation or welcome; one who 

meets or receives. 

 

Welcome to the grab bag of information in this month’s newsletter.  Most 

everyone else writes about motorcycle-related events or subjects so I don’t 

feel too badly about offering up some irreverent fare for your reading palate.  Hey, variety is the spice of life, 

right???   

 

To begin with, I must tell you of a donation of time (and some food, of course) that Janet, Hanna, and I recently 

made to an extremely worthwhile organization – the Ronald McDonald House (RMH) at 1300 E. 21
st
 Ave., 

Denver 80205.  We arrived at the “House” about 10:00 a.m. on a beautiful Sunday morning, proceeded to load 

up a little red wagon (theirs, not ours!) with all our goodies, and proceeded to the second floor kitchen after 

being buzzed in by the receptionist/guard.  There are several kitchens, thus the specificity.  We proceeded to 

cook chicken and rice casserole with green beans for an anticipated group of 20+ moms, dads, and children 

using the RMH as a temporary home while a loved one was stuck in a nearby hospital with who knows what 

type of affliction.  In reality, we only had 10 moms, dads, grandmas, and grandpas, and children who loved the 

lunch we had prepared and apologized profusely for the seconds and thirds they shyly requested.  A good time 

with even better feelings; we recommend it!!! 

 

Why I Still Read the Newspapers 

The following are actual headlines from a variety of newspapers across this great country:   

 

Bugs Flying Around With Wings Are Flying Bugs (Really?) 

Federal Agents Raid Gun Shop, Find Weapons (Duh!!!) 

Marijuana Issue Sent to a Joint Committee (Perfect!) 

Homicide Victims Rarely Talk to Police (Understandably) 

17 Remain Dead in Morgue Shooting Spree (Hope springs eternal) 

Bridges Help People Cross Rivers (OK . . .) 

The Bra Celebrates a Pair of Historic Milestones This Year (Nothing to add) 

 

As they say, only in America! 

 

A Rose Among Thorns 

I thought I had a great idea.  Ride over to Rosie’s Diner on Saturday morning and have breakfast with Chapter 

J.  Then, ride back west to S. Wadsworth and Chatfield Ave. by 10:00 am to ride with Chapter A on its Follow 

the Leader Ride.  Everything worked out perfectly, including the addition of Mike Hottinger and Mark Henze, 

who were also at Rosie’s that morning.  We arrived at the Chapter A meeting place only to find no one there.  

Mike and Mark appointed me the Ride Leader since “you know this end of town.”  Gulp, I thought, what do I 

do now?!?!? 

 

Well, WWJGD, I asked myself - WWJGD being an acronym for What Would Jim Griffin Do?  I put all my 

confidence in Jim and my right (throttle) hand and proceeded to head northwest through Deer Creek Canyon to 

Highway 285, west to Pine Junction, south on Highway 126 (at the light) to Sphinx Park and the one-of-a-kind 

eatery known to locals and hunters everywhere as the Bucksnort Saloon.  The Bucksnort is more of a 
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commodity than a quality restaurant.  The prices are a tad high but the ambiance and the hamburgers are 

unbeatable.  As I overheard someone say, it’s the view from nowhere!  Dollar bills and napkin drawings cover 

the walls and ceilings, tacked up for all eternity (or until the nails holding this place together finally turn to 

dust).  There isn’t a square inch of booth or wall or table that doesn’t have “Someone Was Here” carved into its 

surface!  The Bucksnort is an unspoiled gem that is well worth the ride.  I believe Mark has already picked out 

the cabin he wants to buy – he just has to figure out how to reach the front door!  The ride back up 126 was 

incredible, no cars and twisties galore.  We stayed ahead of the rain and each of us went a different direction 

when we arrived at Highway 285 and C470.  What a tremendous ride it was, thanks to Jim Griffin and my 

throttle hand.  All rides should go this well and result in such great burgers!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

Twas the Season 

Even though Halloween has come and gone, you need to know for next year the Top 10 Reasons Why Seniors 

Should Not Go Trick-or-Treating: 

10. You keep knocking on your own front door. 

  9. You remove your false teeth to change your appearance. 

  8. You ask for soft, high fiber candy only. 

  7. You lose your balance each time someone drops a candy bar in your bag. 

  6. People say “Great Boris Karloff Mask,” and you’re not wearing a mask. 

  5. When a door opens you yell, “Trick or . . .” and you can’t remember the rest. 

  4. By the end of the night, you have a bag full of restraining orders. 

  3. You must carefully choose a costume that doesn’t dislodge your hairpiece. 

  2. You are the only Power Ranger in the neighborhood with a walker. 

 

AND THE NUMBER ONE REASON WHY SENIORS SHOULD NOT GO TRICK-OR-TREATING: 

  1. You keep having to go home to pee!!! 
 

 

Now that's what I'm talkin' about!!! 

 

 

 

 

Name Lis’ New Silver Can-Am!  
 

Well, well, well! Still only a couple entries for this event!  And the 

worst part?  The Editor can’t find them!  As remembered, Chuck 

Bellmyer submitted a couple suggestions.  Perhaps he will repeat 

them at the November 3 gathering for Lis’ benefit. 

What do you say, Lis?  You trust Chuck?  Let’s see what he 

comes up with at the gathering! 
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HO! HO! HO!  MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
Linda Fisher 

The “Other Half of Chapter Director” 

 

As you look at the calendar and shake your head, I note that 

we still have 2 months to go.  But, we are still planning 

ahead. 

 

Remember, this year’s location and menu have changed.  We 

are going to the Wellshire Inn.  The party begins at 6:00 p.m. 

with a meet and greet.   

 

At 7:00 p.m. we will be seated and served a plated dinner of your choice of one of three offerings. 

 

1. Sage & Garlic Roasted Chicken 

2. Pecan encrusted Tilapia 

3. Pasta Fra Diavolo (veggie dish) 

 

The party continues with Entertainment from 8-10pm. 

 

Come join a Multi-Chapter Event and celebrate the Season of Giving.   

 

Chapter L will pick-up part of the cost.  For all our members that are current and up to date with dues, the price 

will be $25.00 each.  Non-members are welcome to join us at the ticket price of $34.00. 

 

See me at the gathering.  

 

   

Ein tolles Mittagessen  

(A Great Lunch)  Submitted by Mike Hottinger for Dan & Vicki Kirk 

 

It is a beautiful Saturday, the sun is up and not a cloud in the sky!  What do Gold Wing People do?  We get on 

our bikes and meet together to enjoy a ride and some food with friends.  Ok, it was not that spontaneous, it was 

a planned ride and lunch stop.  But wait, there's more...  It was Dan and Vicki's FIRST “dinner” ride and could 

not have been more successful.   

 

Let’s review a few of the facts:   

18 bikes, 3 cars, 31 people and 4 chapters were part of this landmark day.  Ages ran from 3 years to what I 

heard was a classified age so use your imagination and fill in that age, if you dare.  It was amazing to see all 

these nice bikes parked on the street in front of the Bakery, 16 Gold Wings, 1 Spyder and 1 Yamaha giving us 

some variety of trikes and bikes.   

 

You might have thought this was a scheduled multi-chapter event by the participation but I like to think it was 

everyone just had to be part of such a landmark event, Dan and Vicki hosting their FIRST “dinner” ride.  What 

makes it feel like that?  FOUR chapters were represented; 12 people from Chapter L, 11 from from Chapter E, 

7 from Chapter G, and 2 from Chapter A (If I missed somebody, sorry!). 
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There were 12 bikes and 2 cars that met at the Park-n-Ride in Thornton on 120

th
 and I-25 for the 11am 

departure.  We took Plan B and headed west on 120
th

 to Hwy 287 then North to Longmont.  This was a great 

plan because it kept us off the interstate but we immediately hit road construction that cost us at least 20 

minutes.  Even with the large group and the traffic we stayed together for the most part and who really cares as 

long as you are on your bike on a nice day.  We arrived at the Bakery at noon and we were met there by one 

other car and another 6 bikes.   Here is a detail not mentioned yet; the initial count of people given to the 

Bakery was eleven people, the picture that is missing is the look on the face of a waitress when more and more 

people kept coming in for lunch.  For a business that expected one third the people they adapted very well.  The 

customer service was great, good food and OMG!!!!!  Baked goods you could die for!!!   

 

There was an impromptu ride discussed as we were leaving and we all headed west for a scenic ride.  When we 

hit Hwy 36 some went south, some went north, but we all had a great day.  A big thank you goes out to the 

participants and all the chapters for making the day the success it was and to Dan and Vicki for planning the 

day.  Lastly we need to pass a thank you to Michael's Bavarian Bakery, Cafe and Deli for handling our group 

and not losing it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Been There First in 2014” 

25 Down, 25 to Go! 
 

Stan Smetana – (3) WY, NE, KS 

Kenny & Lis Simons – (3) CO, SD, IL 

Dan & Vicky Kirk – (3) CO, SD, IL 

Randall & Janet Drake – (3) HI, UT, ID 

Mike & Becky Ackerman – (3) TX, OK, NM 

Carl & Judy Williams – (10) MO, AR, CA, NV, UT, AZ, 

OH, MI, IN, Ontario 

Steve & Tami Bender – (8) UT, NV, CA, AZ, OH, MI, IN, 

Ontario 

Bob King – (3) NV, UT, AZ 

Vernon & Deborah Pate – (5) NV, UT, AZ, IA 

Andy & Sherry Smith – (3) MT, ND, MN 
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Banner Events (However, someone left the banner home! – Oh well!) 

The Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta! 
By Fred Fisher 

 

The Balloonists’ Prayer is: 

May the winds welcome you with softness.  May the sun bless you with his warm hands.  May you fly so high 

and so well that God joins you in laughter and sets you gently back into the loving arms of Mother Earth. 

 

As a balloon pilot, I’ve recited that prayer many times.  It epitomizes the very 

essence of what you want for each fight; soft winds, warm skies, fun laughter, 

and a gentle landing.  

 

Well, that’s exactly what the pilots 

and crews had on the first day of 

the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta; a 

beautiful day where we enjoyed 

about 750 balloons of all shapes 

and sizes. 

 

We started our adventure with a 

very cool Friday morning ride up 

into the high county on Colorado 

Route 285.  We were greeted with temperatures in the high 20’s at the top of Crow Hill 

outside Bailey.  However, from that point on, it got better and better as the ride progressed.  We were able to 

see some fall colors, but many of the trees had already dropped their leaves.  Lunch in Alamosa divided what 

turned out to be a nice riding day. 

 

After checking into our hotel, we enjoyed a nice dinner and a good 

night’s sleep before a very early wakeup call.  We went to a close 

shuttle lot and caught a bus to the Fiesta field.  On a side note to this, 

we had several couples that were “first timers” to the Fiesta but we 

also had a first timer on a school bus.  Lis Simons had never ridden on 

a school bus before.  Guess there is a first time for everything. 

 

The flying conditions were great for Saturday morning.  At the Fiesta, 

you can walk right out among the balloons and get a close-up view.  

Waves of balloons floated into the sky and where one balloon left the 

launch field, another balloon quickly filled that spot.  When that one 

goes, another one is in.  It really seems as though the balloons are 

boiling out of the ground.  

 

After the launch everyone had a free day.  Some went downtown; 

some went to visit Accessory Pit, some back to the hotel to take a nap.  

Evening brought a group dinner at Rudy’s Bar-B-Que Pit, where we 

were joined by members of several local GWRRA Chapters and the Region F Directors, Keith and Teresa 

Morrison.  Good food and good friends; can’t beat that. 
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Sunday morning we again headed out to the Fiesta.  This day, the weather was not so good. Although the 

surface winds were slow, the winds at 1200 feet above ground were VERY brisk. Not good and very dangerous 

for balloons.  Therefore, since we were not going to see balloons fly, we decided to head for home.  Again, a 

great ride. 

 

Thanks to all that joined us.  I hope you all had a great 

time, and…. May the winds welcome you with softness. 

May the sun bless you with his warm hands. May you fly 

so high and so well that God joins you in laughter and 

sets you gently back into the loving arms of Mother 

Earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

November Birthdays 

Laura Hudson 11 Lis Simons 25 

Karen Tubac 15  

 

November Anniversaries 

Randy & Marsha Jensen 1 

Robert & Christine King 21 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events in November! 

 

Sat 1 Chapter E Turkey Dinner  

 Fund Raiser 

 

Mon 3 Chapter Gathering 

 Refreshments by Mike & Rhonda 

 Hottinger 

Sat 15 Chapter G Turkey Bingo 

Wed 19 Dinner Ride 

 Hosted by Steve & Tami Bender 

Sat 22 District Training @ Jeffco Sheriff 

  Details to be announced! 
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Ralph Spencer 

Colorado Chapter Gatherings 

 

For information regarding Who, When, and Where, check your ride book OR go to the District Website at: 

http://www.coloradogwrra.com/Chapter/ChapterMeetings.htm  

 

   

 

Chapter L Officers and Staff 

 
 

Senior Chapter Director Fred & Linda Fisher Email 720-922-0789  

Assistant Chapter Director  Bob & Christine King Email 303-463-4548  

Chapter Educator  Andrew Smith Email 303-923-8342  

Treasurer  Tami & Steve Bender Email 303-972-8420  

Motorist Awareness Coordinator  Sherry Smith Email 303-923-8342  

Coffee Maker Extraordinaire  Kenny & Lis Simons Email 720-685-0188  

Membership Enhancement Coordinators  Mike & Rhonda Hottinger Email 970-580-4439  

Chapter Couple of the Year  Andrew & Sherry Smith Email 303-923-8342  

Chapter Member of the Year Carl Williams Email 303-483-8025 

Ride Coordinator  Becky Ackerman Email 303-988-0413  

Greeter  Ralph Spencer Email 303-888-2705  

Storekeeper  Dan & Vicky Kirk Email 303-358-6249  

Ride Book Editor  Janet Drake Email 303-933-6073  

Newsletter Editor (Temporary)  Randall Drake Email 303-933-6073  

   
 Chapter L Web Site 

 

 Colorado District Staff 

 

 Region F Staff 

 

 GWRRA National Staff 

 

 

   

 Editor’s Note:  Thanks SO MUCH to the following contributors to this month’s newsletter! 
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