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Greetings from Your Directors 
Tami & Steve Bender 
Directors 
 

Aloha!   
 
We have had a very busy July; a lot of riding, family, 
“Fun”draisers, gatherings, dinners and breakfasts.  
Sunshine and rain have been prevalent throughout!  
 
Chapter G’s annual “Howl at the Moon Ride” will be Saturday, August 5.  This ride 
is always a fun time.  We hope you will consider going!  They are meeting in the 
Northeast corner of the Estes Park Town Hall parking lot at about 8:30 p.m.  
Sidestands UP at 9:00 p.m.  See the attached flyer. 
 
Our Aloha Colorado Rally is right around the corner, you don’t want to miss it.  It 
will be August 24-26, in Salida, Colorado.  You still have time to register and not 
incur the “onsite” registration bump up fee!   
 
The following week, GWRRA will hold its annual Wing Ding in Grapevine, Texas!  
This event promises to be one of the best ever! 
 
The only thing that stays the same is change.  We have some changes happening 
within GWRRA.  I hope everyone has read the email from Anita Alkire, our 
President, or at least listened to the videos from her on YouTube.  
 
Chapter L’s next gathering will be Monday, August 7, at 7p.m. in our normal 
location.  See below for the address.  Remember our September Gathering has 
been CANCELLED.  Our October gathering will be on Monday, October 2. 
 
Our next couple odd Sunday breakfasts and rides will be August 6 and August 20.  
Breakfast is at Denny’s on the west side of Union, just south of 6th Ave. in 
Lakewood.  They recently remodeled and it really looks sharp!  We are working on 
a “Meet and Greet Ride” with Peak Honda for August 12!  Peak Honda World is 
one of our sponsors for this year’s Rally.  More info to follow.  
 
Our fundraiser is set for October 14 and will be a Chili cook off at Clements 
Community Center.  More info to follow on that event as well.  Just mark your 
calendar for now! 
 
Hope to see ya at our gathering this coming Monday! 

 
       Steve & Tami 

Gatherings: 

 1st Monday each Month. 

If a Holiday,  

then 2nd Monday  

 

Time:  7:00p.m. 

Clement Community Center 

1580 Yarrow, Lakewood, CO 

Friends for  

Fun, Safety, and Knowledge 
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A Light at the End of the 
Tunnel...or Another Train? 
by Ralph K. Spencer 
Motorist Awareness Program Coordinator 

 
The following paragraph appeared in my July 2017 
Chapter L newsletter article.  I encourage everyone 
to read it one more time to understand the specifics 
of the distracted driving law recently signed by the 
Colorado Governor:   
 
Allow me to reprint a sentence from my June 2017 
article that appeared in this same newsletter: " 
CDOT had previously reported that distracted 
driving caused 40 crashes a day last year."  In that 
article, and in direct response to the above quote, I 
lamented the fact that the Colorado Dept. of 
Transportation (CDOT) had launched a campaign in 
May encouraging motorcycle riders to participate in 
training classes WITHOUT encouraging automobile 
and truck drivers to do exactly the same thing!  
Please don't get me wrong, I encourage motorcycle 
riders to get as much training as they can, as often 
as they can.  But what about the thousands of 
Colorado drivers who "caused 40 crashes a day last 
year" due to distracted driving?  Am I missing 
something here?  Well, perhaps there is a light at the 
end of this elusive tunnel.  Our Colorado governor 
recently signed into law a bill that increases 
penalties for drivers convicted of distracted driving.  
A conviction for a first offense would be a Class 2 
misdemeanor resulting in a fine of $300 and four 
points on the driver's license.  Subsequent offenses 
would incur the same fine and points assessed.  
Drivers convicted of causing an accident resulting 
in death or injury while texting would face Class I 
misdemeanor charges, with fines ranging from $300 
to $1,000 and a possible sentence of 10 days to one 
year in prison. 
 
My July article went on to hypothesize whether the 
above law would be effective in reducing the 
mayhem that continues on Colorado highways.  By 
the way, a telling statistic that helps define this 
mayhem is that motorcycles account for only 3% of 
all vehicles registered in Colorado but represent 
nearly 20% of the fatalities!  My July article went on 
to say that the above law may actually not be a light 
at the end of the tunnel but a rapidly approaching 
train.  I promised to explain this conundrum in my 
August article.  Please read on for the explanation 
but be prepared to hold your nose as I get into the  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
weeds of this "distracted driving law."  Prior to the 
passage of the above law, any text messaging or 
manual data entry by a motorist was prohibited.  
Now (here it comes, folks), texting while driving is 
now legal in Colorado as long as it isn't done in "a 
careless or imprudent manner."  In other words, this 
new Colorado law just made it legal to text and 
drive!  Two additional irresponsible aspects of this 
law that you will never hear or read about are that:  
1) law enforcement officers must see the driver 
typing first hand - witness statements from other 
motorists will not suffice; and, 2) whether or not 
using the phone is done so in a careless or 
imprudent manner will be open to the officers' 
interpretations.  I do know one thing for sure about 
these two aspects of the law, it will most surely 
open the door to more legal challenges in court!   

 
So, is this new law a light or a train at the end of the 
tunnel?  Fortunately, or unfortunately, time will 
most likely answer this question.  Let's wait and see 
if the 125 motorcycle deaths in 2016, an annual 
high for our state and 15% higher than 2015, is 
surpassed in 2017.  There is no doubt in my civilian 
mind that this new law will do little or nothing to 
curb the motorcycle carnage on Colorado's 
highways and byways.  I hope I am wrong.  Next 
month, a discussion on how this law came to 
fruition in the Colorado state house.  My research 
on this topic brought to mind that old saying about 
what you should NOT ever see being made:  
hotdogs and the law.  Until next time, Share the 
Road - Safely!!!     
 
Until next time, Share the Road - Safely!!!         
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Did You Know! 
by Nick Hoppner 
District Motorist Awareness Program Coordinator 

 

Did you know that taking your eyes off the road 

for more than two seconds doubles your risk of a 
crash? The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration estimated in 2012 that distraction 
was a factor in about 10 percent of all fatal motor 
vehicle crashes and 18 percent of all crashes causing 
injury.  
 

Do you know why they could only estimate the 
exact toll?  The answer is because accident 
investigators (usually police) often have difficulty 
measuring the extent to which driver distraction is a 
contributing factor in a crash. Wireless device 
records are usually only accessed in cases of death 

or serious injury, and (no surprise here!) drivers 
may not admit fault and police may not always be 
able to discern the role of distraction. In other 
words, in the aftermath of a crash, distracted 
drivers lie to investigating officers about where 
their attention was when the accident occurred! 
Methods of reporting are improving, but current 
estimates likely underestimate how frequently 
distraction causes crashes. 
 
The American Automobile Association’s 
Foundation for Traffic Safety’s annual Traffic 
Safety Culture Index, which measures national 
attitudes towards road safety, consistently finds that 
drivers are willing to engage in distracting 

behaviors behind the wheel despite knowing the 
dangers. 
 
Ignoring What You Know isn’t just stupid—
it’s potentially deadly! According to the 2013 
Traffic Safety Culture Index, 83 percent of 
motorists rated texting while driving and 58 percent 
rated cell phone use very serious threats to their 

safety, yet many admitted performing these 
distracting behaviors while driving within 
the previous month. Further, 88 percent of 
respondents said that distracted drivers were 
somewhat or a much bigger problem today than 
they were just three years ago. 

 
So Why Do We Do It? The pervasiveness of a 
“Do as I say, not as I do” attitude toward distracted  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
driving highlights the need to spread awareness of 
the risks and work with drivers to increase safety 
on the roads. 

 
As motorcyclists, we are much more at risk of 
grave injury or even death as a result of a collision 
caused by distracted driving. So we should be 
prepared to discuss a few basic facts about 
distracted driving. Here they are: 

 

There Are 3 Types of Distractions: Visual, 
Manual, and Cognitive. 
Visual—your eyes are off the road, looking at 

billboards, scenery, or blondes on the sidewalk. 
Manual—your hands are off the steering wheel, 

groping for toll money, coffee, or your cell 
phone. 

Cognitive—your mind is thinking about work, talk 
radio, or just daydreaming. 

 

“Multitasking” is a Myth! 
Your brain is not designed to work on more than 

one task at a time. Instead, it must prioritize 
which task it elects to work on at one time. 
“Hummm, watch the road ahead or that cute girl?” 

 
Test yourself. Next time you’re behind the wheel, 
catch yourself committing a visual, manual or 
cognitive distraction. Believe me, we’re all guilty of 
doing it. But now you’re more aware of the 
tendency and will (hopefully) share the message 
about the hazards of distracted driving with others. 

http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/812012.pdf
https://www.aaafoundation.org/sites/default/files/TSCI%202013%20Final%20FTS%20Format.pdf
https://www.aaafoundation.org/sites/default/files/TSCI%202013%20Final%20FTS%20Format.pdf
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National Parks Pass for Seniors! 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  Effective August 28, 2017, the 
price of the America the Beautiful: The National Parks and Federal 
Recreational Lands Senior Pass, will increase from the current $10 to 
$80.  Current passes are lifetime passes and will remain valid.  US 
citizens or permanent residents 62 years or older are eligible for the 
Senior pass.  Where per person fees apply, the Senior Pass admits 
pass owners and three adult passengers in a noncommercial vehicle.  
Children under 16 are always admitted free.     
 
Some Questions and Answers from the National Park Service Website follow: 
 
Why is the price of the Senior Pass increasing? 
The price of the America the Beautiful – The National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Senior Pass is increasing as result of 
the Centennial Legislation P.L. 114-289 passed by the US Congress on December 16, 2016. 

How much is it increasing? 
The lifetime Senior Pass will increase from $10 to $80. 

Why $80? 
The legislation states that the cost of the lifetime Senior Pass be equal to the cost of the annual America the Beautiful – The 
National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Pass, which is currently $80. 

What if a senior citizen is on a fixed budget? 
The legislation also establishes an annual Senior Pass for $20. That pass is valid for one year from the date of issuance. Four 
annual Senior Passes purchased in prior years can be traded in for a lifetime pass. Additionally, access to the majority of National 
Park Service sites remains free—only 118 of 417 National Park Service sites have an entrance fee. 

What if I have a current Senior Pass? 
The current passes are lifetime passes and will remain valid. 

Will the benefits of my Senior Pass change? 
No. All benefits of the current Senior Pass stay the same. 

What if my current Senior Pass is lost or stolen? 
Passes are non-refundable and non-transferable and cannot be replaced if lost or stolen.  If lost or stolen, a new pass will need to 
be purchased. 

Who is eligible for a Senior Pass? 
US citizens or permanent residents 62 years or older are eligible for the Senior Pass. 

What does the Senior Pass provide? 
Annual and lifetime Senior Passes provide access to more than 2,000 recreation sites managed by six federal agencies: 

• National Park Service 

• US Fish & Wildlife Service 

• Bureau of Land Management 

• Bureau of Reclamation 

• US Forest Service 

• US Army Corps of Engineers 
The passes cover entrance and standard amenity (day-use) recreation fees and provide discounts on some expanded amenity 
recreation fees. 
 
For more information, visit the NPS website at:  https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/senior-pass-changes.htm 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4680/text
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/fee-free-parks-state.htm


 

August 2017 Red Rocks Report Page 5 

 

Where is Chapter L Riding in 2017! 
Please report your states quickly so we can color in a new map!!!  Can we FILL IT UP THIS YEAR? 
 
We have added the following States to our Chapter’s 2016 Travel List: 
 
Jan CO 

Feb KS, NE, WY (way to go  
 Ackerman’s!) 

Mar NM, OK, TX (Ditto!) 

Apr AR, AZ, IN, MI, MO, MS, 
 OH, TN 

May  

Jun SD 

Jul UT 

Aug  

Sep  

Oct  

Nov  

Dec  

August Celebrations 
 
Birthdays 

 Sherry Smith 19th 
 Becky Ackerman 22nd 
   
Anniversaries 
  
 Bob & Pat Blot 12th 
  
  

Upcoming Events 
Sat 5 Chapter G “Howl at the Moon Ride” 

Sun 6 Odd Sunday Breakfast and Ride 

Mon 7 Chapter L Meeting –Refreshments by the Drake’s 

Wed 16 Mystery Dinner Ride - Ron Evers & Laura Hudson 

Sun 20 Odd Sunday Breakfast and Ride 

Thu 24 Colorado District “Aloha” Rally—Salida, CO 

Tue 29 Wing Ding in Grapevine, Texas thru Sep 2 

Colorado Chapter Gatherings 

 

For information regarding Who, When, and Where,  

check your ride book OR go to the District Website at: 

Colorado Chapter Gatherings Schedule 

http://www.coloradogwrra.com/Chapter/ChapterMeetings.htm
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Chapter L Officers and Staff 
2017 

Chapter L Web Site 

 

Colorado District Staff 

 

Region F Staff 

 

GWRRA National Staff 

 

 

 

Keep an eye out for training opportunities! 

Chapter Director Tami & Steve Bender Email 303-972-8420 

Assistant Chapter Director Chuck Bellmyer Email 303-532-6630 

Chapter Educator Chuck Bellmyer Email 303-532-6630 

Treasurer Fred & Linda Fisher Email 720-922-0789 

Motorist Awareness Coordinator Ralph K Spencer, III Email 303-888-2705 

Webmaster Stan Smetana Email  

Membership Enhancement Coordinators Mike & Becky Ackerman Email 303-988-0413 

Chapter Couple of the Year Ron Evers-Laura Hudson   

Chapter Individual of the Year TBA   

Ride Coordinator Becky Ackerman Email 303-988-0413 

Greeter Ralph K Spencer, III Email 303-888-2705 

Storekeeper Fred & Linda Fisher Email 720-922-0789 

Ride Book Editor Janet Drake Email 303-933-6073 

Newsletter Editor Randall Drake Email 720-480-2800 

 

http://www.redrockswings.org
http://www.coloradogwrra.com
http://gwrra-regionf.org/node/17
http://gwrra.org/nationalofficers.html
http://www.gwrraaz.org/district/
mailto:bndrspndr@aol.com
mailto:chbell.co85@gmail.com
mailto:chbell.co85@gmail.com
mailto:silverone@comcast.net
mailto:spencerrks3@gmail.com
mailto:web@redrockswings.org
mailto:bikermha@msn.com
mailto:bikerbla@msn.com
mailto:spencerrks3@gmail.com
mailto:silverone@comcast.net
mailto:jdrake1111@aol.com
mailto:hookdondiz@aol.com
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28th Annual "Wingin' the Rockies"  

Colorado’s District Rally 
August 24-26, 2017 

Chaffee County Fairgrounds, Salida Colorado! 

 Our Host Hotel is the BAYMONT Inn & Suites! 
7400 W US Highway 50, Salida, Colorado  81201   Phone 719-539-8500 

Cite “Colorado GWRRA” to get the special rate of $105+tax & fees. 
                       GWRRA rate is NOT available with online booking or the 800 Number. 

                    Rooms are limited, so reserve early to book your room choice. 
                         Kings and Double Queens are available.  ALL rooms are non-smoking. 

  PLEASE  Rider: ____________________________________ GWRRA # _______________ Chap:  _______ 

  COMPLETE Rider: ____________________________________ GWRRA # _______________ Chap:  _______ 

  ALL BLANKS Co-Rider: ____________________________________ GWRRA # _______________ Chap:  _______ 

Mailing Street Address: _________________________________________________ Phone: __________________________ 

City: _________________________________  State: _____  ZIP: ___________ e-mail:  _________________________________________________  

Registration Fees   ($5.00 more onsite, except for DAY PASS) 

GWRRA Mbr REC’D Before Jun 15 $25.00 X ____  = $______ 

GWRRA Mbr REC’D Jun 15 or after $30.00 X ____  = $______ 

Non-Member   $35.00 X ____  = $______ 

DAY PASS (each day)  $20.00 X ____  = $______ 

 $15 fee on all refunds. No refunds issued after August 10th. 

Thursday Night Dinner 

 FREE but PLEASE tell us how many  ____  

Friday Night Dinner  $23.00 X ____  = $______ 

(Friday Dinner is by EARLY registration Only) 

Opening 50/50 Tickets (30) $10.00 X ____  = $______ 

(Drawing at Opening Ceremonies - MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN) 

Grand Prize Tickets (50)  $20.00 X ____  =  $______ 

(At the Rally only 40 for $20 - MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN!) 

Early registration Shirt Order Total                = $______   

Total Training Fee Due (from the back)            =   $______   

Grand Total Enclosed or paid by Credit Card           = $______ 

 

Check Deposit Conf No. _______________________________________ Check # ________  

Quality Aloha Shirts are guaranteed 
ONLY with Registrations Received by July 17, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EXACT SHIRT MAY DIFFER FROM PICTURE 

    

Early registrations must be paid in full.  Cash, Checks (made payable to 
Colorado District) or Major  Cards are accepted. 

If paying by Credit Card, please provide your 
                         Credit Card Information to the right. 

Send Form with Randall Drake, Treas. OR SCAN & EMAIL TO: 
payment to: 10813 W Hinsdale Dr. HookdOnDiz@gmail.com 
  Littleton, CO 80127  303-933-6073 

Name:  ___________________________________________ 

Card Type:  (___Visa)  (___MasterCard)  (___Discover)  (___AMEX) 

Card #:  ____________________________________________ 

Exp Date (MM/YY): ___/___   CVV#: ______  Billing ZIP__________ 

(CVV is the 3 digit # on the back, or 4 digit # on the front for AMEX) 

Agreement:  The undersigned agrees to comply with the ideals and rules governing this event and to hold harmless the GWRRA, its officers, 
representatives, co-sponsoring organizations, and property owners for any loss or injury to self or property, and agrees to assume responsibility for any 
property which I/we damage. 

Rider:  ________________________ Rider:  ________________________ Co-Rider:  ________________________ 

Date:_________________________ Date:_________________________ Date:_________________________ 

Must be present to win! 

Toucan Blue Red 
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The below course is planned for the event.   
 

Medic First Aid/CPR  (The NEW G15 Course)   

The course:   

Teaches GWRRA Members - Basic First Aid and CPR Procedures; 

Includes classroom and practical demonstration of skills; and, 

Meets the requirements for the Rider Education Levels Program. 

 

  _____ (Number attending) X  ($25) $________ Total Amount Training Fee Due   

         (record this amount on Page 1) 

 

 

Rider Education 

Pets: 

We all love our pets and enjoy having them with us.  To address the issues of health regulations and to 
honor our members who have allergic reactions to various animals, we ask that you not bring your pets into 
the Rally area. 
  
ADA defined service animals only are exempt from this requirement.  Venues display a "Service Animals 
Only" sign which we must respect.  Colorado State regulations prohibit non-service animals from entering 
the premises.   
 

Pets whose function is to provide comfort or emotional support do not qualify under 
the Americans with Disabilities Act as service animals.  









ARIZONA DISTRICT 

RALLY 

 OCTOBER  27—29, 2017 

Host Hotel: 

Nautical Beachfront Resort 

1100 McCulloch Blvd 

Lake Havasu City, AZ   86403 

Tel: 800-892-2141 ext 704 or 442 

Reservation Code 332875 

Ask for Gold Wing Riders 

Rates $99, $109, $119 

Rider: ______________________________________ GWRRA#____________ Master #_______________ 

Rider2/Co-Rider:______________________________ GWRRA#____________ Master#_______________ 

Address:__________________________________ City:__________________ State:___ Zip:___________ 

Phone:_____________________  Email:_____________________________________________________ 

Chapter:_________________ (include District, e.g. AZ-G   CA-1F) 

 Rally Registration:   Member     #_______x$25     =   _____________________ 

 Rally Registration:   Non-Member                             #_______x$30     =   _____________________ 

 Dinner Saturday Night:        #_______x$28     =   _____________________ 

  Chicken Marsala  #__________   London Broil  #__________  Vegetarian  #__________ 

 Masters Breakfast      #_______x$18      =   _____________________ 

 CPR/First Aid:   Full Class      #_______x$25     =   _____________________ 

                  Renewal     #_______x$25     =   _____________________ 

 Driver Name:   ARC____________ TRC__________    #_______x$20     =   _____________________ 

Rally Shirts:  Long Sleeve Tee:  S-XL $20; 2X-4X $22   Short Sleeve Polo:  S-XL $25; 2X-4X $27 

ALL SHIRTS ARE IN MEN SIZES 

T-Shirt or Polo:  #_____Size _____   T-Shirt or Polo:  #_____ Size ______                                           =   _____________________ 

 50/25/25      $5 = 6 Tickets; $10 = 16 Tickets; $20 = 40 Tickets                                 =   ______________________ 

 Door Prize       $5 = 6 Tickets; $10 = 16 Tickets; $20 = 40 Tickets                                 =   ______________________ 

 Grand Prize               $5 = 2 Tickets; $10 = 8 Tickets; $20 = 20 Tickets                                    =   ______________________ 

           EARLY REGISTRATION BY 01/15/17 YOU WILL BE ENTERED INTO A DRAWING FOR $400.00              

       Total Enclosed                                        ______________________ 

I/We agree to hold harmless the GWRRA, the sponsoring organization and the property owners for any loss or injury to myself 
or my property by reason of participation in this event. 

Riders:____________________________________________ Co-Rider:_____________________________________________ 

 Make Checks Payable to:     GWRRA-AZ District 

 Mail Registration & Payment to:   Dennie Long 

See www.gwrraaz.org for latest info   924 W Bosch Dr; Green Valley, AZ   85614 


